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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability- 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference is made to the following documents: 
D1: US 5 622 231 
D2: US 1 929 415 

The document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter of claim 
1 , and shows a method for constructing a lateral hole departing from a main well by 
positioning a drilling machine at a predetermined depth, pushing the drill bit with first 
cylindrical elements to form a drill string, removing the first cylindrical elements, and lining 
the drilled borehole with second cylindrical elements. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from this known method in that a tubular is instead 
formed by unwrapping a band of metal from a storage roll, said tubular serving as liner for 
the borehole. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

The prior art methods require two steps to complete a lateral wellbore, a first step of drilling 
the hole, and a second step of lining it. By creating a tubular from a storage roll an 
mexpensrve tubular is produced which is strong enough to be used as a drill string and not 
too costly to be left in the wellbore as lining. Although the technique of making tubulars by 
unwrapping a band of metal from a storage roll is known (see D2), its application within the 
space of a wellbore implies grave constraints, which the skilled person is not expected to 
overcome without the exercise of inventive skills (Article 33(3) PCT). 

The same reasoning applies, mutatis mutandis, to the subject-matter of the corresponding 
independent claim 1 6, which therefore is also considered new and inventive. 

Claims 2 to 15, and claims 17 to 24 are dependent respectively on claims 1 and 16 and as 
such also meet the requirements of the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 
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